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The Structure and Possibility of “Education as Art”
Based on a New Theory of Wissenschaft (Knowledge)

Yoshinori Eto
Hiroshima University

The current educational bias towards cognition separates children’s
knowledge from their emotions, physicality, and morals. It further de-
prives them of a feeling for their life. Each of the “school pathologies” so
often discussed—student apathy (a state of emotional loss that occurs
in adolescence), the loss of self-esteem, kireru (emotional snapping),
hikikomori (social withdrawal), areru (violent behavior)—are caused by
the separation entailed in the emphasis on intellectual accomplishment.

The purpose of this paper is to present a new theory of Wissen-
schaft that can overcome the educational problems of modern discrimi-
natory knowledge. Specifically, this paper is focused on introspective
knowledge, encapsulated in the ancient dictum: Know thyself. If modern
knowledge, represented by the natural sciences, can be labeled hori-
zontal-axis thinking, which supports general and visible discriminatory
knowledge, then introspective knowledge can be labeled vertical-axis
thinking, which seeks to understand reality (truth, goodness, and beau-
ty) through a deepening and extending of personality. This paper sup-
ports the latter kind of thinking. When applying this thinking to educa-
tlonal practice as a method, art (technique) is preferable because of its
ability, since ancient times, to connect the universal and the particular,
rather than passing on “experience,” which is restricted by the phenom-
enal world. Through its analytical comparisons of the philosophical and
scientific principles between discriminatory and introspective thinking,
this paper reveals that “pedagogy as art” is positioned within a new ge-
nealogy of knowledge.
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